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NOTICES 

Index to Bulletin. Index and title-page 
for volume 2 of the "Bulletin" are sent to 
each member with this number. Although 
the wider margins of the Conference num- 
ber do not at first sight suggest binding 
it with the other numbers for the year, 
the type-page is the same in all and no 
careful binder will have any difficulty in 
making up the volume. 

Annual dues. The bills for Association 
membership dues for 1909 have been 
mailed and should have reached every 
member before this number of the "Bul- 
letin" is distributed. The membership list 
forms the mailing list for the "Bulletin" 
and prompt payment of dues is the best 
way to insure regular and unbroken re- 
ceipt of its numbers. This is especially 



true of library members receiving the 
A. L. A. Booklist. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive board by unanimous cor- 
respondence vote of January 6, 1909, ap- 
proved the report submitted to its members 
by the vice-president, Mr N. D. C. Hodges, 
who was named by the President as a com- 
mittee of one to confer, on behalf of the 
Board, with hotel and library authorities in 
Louisville, Ky., relative to rates and ac- 
commodations for the annual conference. 
The report furnishes detailed information 
to support its recommendation that it 
would be unwise to take the Association to 
Louisville at any time between the first of 
May and the middle of June, owing to the 
unwillingness of any hotels to otter ac- 
commodations because of local attractions 
and other conventions already booked, and 
that usual weather conditions in April and 
after June 15 make it equally unwise to 
consider a meeting at these times. 

The Board further voted to hold the 1909 
conference at Bretton Woods, N. H., June 
28-July 4. 

J. I. WYER, JR., Secretary. 

AFFILIATED SOCIETIE8 

League of Library Commissions 

The midwinter meeting of the League of 
library commissions was held in Chicago, 
January 4-6, 1909, at the Stratford Hotel. 
There was an average attendance at all the 
sessions of nearly 50, including 18 active 
commission workers, representing 10 com- 
missions in Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Min- 
nesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota. 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 7 members 
of library commission boards and 6 repre- 
sentatives of library schools. 

The first session opened on Monday after- 
noon, January 4th. The president, Mrs 
Percival Sneed, of Georgia, being unable to 
attend, Mrs Henry J. Howe, of Marshall- 
town, Iowa, member of the Iowa library 
commission and first vice president of the 
League, presided. Mi** Mary Emogene 
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Hazeltine, chairman of the Publication 
committee, presented the report of that 
committee, as to publications which have 
been issued, those now in preparation, and 
those contemplated. Since the A. L. A. 
meeting several important publications 
have appeared, notably the pamphlet on 
Small library buildings, by Cornelia Mar- 
vin, published for the League by the A. L. 
A. Publishing board and the List of Nor- 
wegian books compiled by Arne Kildal, is- 
sued in the series of Foreign book lists. 
The 1908 Year-book of the League which 
emphasizes the work of traveling libraries, 
was ready for distribution at the meeting. 
Progress was reported on the list of Swed- 
ish books and on the pamphlet on mending 
and binding, and plans of the Committee 
for further publications were outlined. 

The report of the Committee on Travel- 
ing library statistics appointed at the Min- 
netonka conference was given by Miss Mar- 
garet W. Brown, librarian of the Iowa 
traveling library. Miss Brown stated that 
no satisfactory recommendation could be 
made, but submitted a list of questions as 
a basis for discussion. These questions 
were taken up point by point, and the con- 
sensus of opinion favored the general adop- 
tion of a system of records, which should 
give the number of places or organizations 
served, and the number of volumes loaned 
from the traveling library central office as 
a basis for comparison rather than statis- 
tics of circulation. It was moved that the 
League should print a limited number of 
blanks tabulated according to the sugges- 
tions of the Committee to be used by the 
various traveling library systems. The 
matter was referred to the Committee with 
power to act. 

The Wednesday morning session was oc- 
cupied by a round-table report of recent 
activities undertaken by various commis- 
sions. 

In the afternoon, Miss Elva L. Bascom, 
editor of the A. L. A. Book list, presented 
the results of the recent questionnaire re- 
garding proposed changes in this list. An 
interesting discussion followed as to the 
value of the cataloging data, the advis- 



ability of including more fiction and chil- 
dren's books, and the possibility of giving 
comparative notes. The majority of Com- 
mission workers urged that the chief value 
of the list was to the small library, and 
agreed on maintaining a conservative posi- 
tion as to new children's books and cur- 
rent fiction. 

A discussion of Library commission laws 
was next taken up, and a committee of 
three, with Mr Hadley of Indiana, as chair- 
man, was appointed to draw up recommen- 
dations as to the essential points to be 
covered in a model library commission law. 
Further discussion on library laws for city, 
town and county followed. 

Miss Tyler, of Iowa, was then called upon 
to report as to the recommendations made 
to the Country life commission regarding 
parcels post. A committee consisting of 
Miss Tyler, Iowa, Miss Templeton, Nebras- 
ka, and Mr Legler, Wisconsin, had been 
appointed by the President of the League. 
The matter had been presented to the Com- 
mission by various League representatives 
at the meetings held in Omaha, St. Paul 
and Madison and a petition had also been 
sent to the Commissioners asking them to 
include in their report a recommendation 
for parcels post to facilitate a wide dis- 
tribution of books for home study in rural 
communities, by enabling libraries to send 
individual volumes to patrons on rural 
routes, and further protesting against the 
proposed limitation of parcels post to 
eleven pounds. It was moved that the 
Committee be continued as a Legislative 
committee with power to increase its num- 
ber if necessary. 

The meeting concluded on Wednesday 
morning with an executive session for dis- 
cussion of the program for the A. L. A. 
meeting, necessary changes in the consti- 
tution of the League, and other matters or 
business. Mr Legler read a letter from Dr 
J. S. Billings regarding the proposed re- 
strictions on importation of books, and a 
resolution was adopted protesting against 
any additional restriction on importation 
of books for libraries, after which the 
meeting adjourned. 
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American Association of Law Libraries 

The third number of the "Index to legal 
periodicals and Law library journal" 
dated October, li»08, was issued early in 
December. Four titles are added to the 
list of periodicals indexed, making 37 in 
all that are now indexed by authors and 
subjects. Forty pages are devoted to print- 
ing a selection from the papers presented 
at the third annual meeting at Lake Min- 
netonka. Among these, worthy of particu- 
lar mention are "Legislative reference 
work and law library" by C. B. Lester 
and "The bibliography of Canadian statute 
law" by W. George Ealdns. 

COMMITTEES 

Bookbinding 

In October the following letter was sent 
to 30 of the leading publishers in the 
country: 

The A. L. A. Committee on Binding has 
received a number of complaints relating 
to the universal method which publishers 
adopt of inserting unpaged illustrations. 
At present all illustrations, whether in a 
work of fiction or in books of a less 
ephemeral character, are tipped with a 
little paste to the adjoining signature. 
The result is that they become loose and 
are either lost or stolen long before the 
book shows signs of wear. This is very 
annoying to public libraries. Especially 
annoying is the method adopted in some 
cases of tipping an illustration to a blank 
page by the two upper corners. 

From the library's standpoint it is self- 
evident that all illustrations should be 
guarded, the guard folded around adjoin- 
ing signature and sewed through. No il- 
lustrations should be tipped to blank 
pages. The adoption of such a method 
would cause the publishers very little ex- 
tra expense, and would add much to the 
value of a book for library use. We be- 
lieve that it would also be a great benefit 
to the general public. 

Replies were received from 9 publishers. 
One or two of the publishers claimed that 
the recommendations of the Committee 
were being followed in their publications 
and all of them agreed to give the matter 
consideration. Very little effect, however. 



will result from the recommendations of 
the Committee unless librarians make a 
special effort to send personal letters when- 
ever books of any publisher offend in the 
manner indicated. If illustrations are 
properly placed in a book it will do away 
with a great amount of work in the re- 
pair rooms. 



THE EDITOR'S TABLE 

(Appropriate current library literature 
will be noted in this column if sent to J. I. 
Wyer, Jr., State Library, Albany, N. Y.) 

Alabama Department of archives and 
history. Laws governing the Department 
of archives and history. 20p. O. 

A convenient summary of the text of 
all laws defining the scope and duties of 
this unique department which is charged 
with library extension and legislative refer- 
ence work for Alabama. 

Brooklyn public library. International 
peace; a list of books with references to 
periodicals. 53p. 1908. 

— Abraham Lincoln, a list of Lincoln's 
writings and works relating to Lincoln in 
the Brooklyn public library. 24p. 1909. 

No periodical references are given. 

Columbia university library. Material 
by and about Edgar Allan Poe to be found 
in the library of Columbia university. 18p. 
1909. 

135 titles in which number periodical 
articles are included. There are a few 
brief notes. 

Dana, J. C. Modern American library 
economy as illustrated by the Newark, N. 
J. free public library. Part 1, The lending 
department. Section 1, The work of the 
registration desk by Sara C. Van de Carr. 
31p. O. Elm tree press. Woodstock, Ver- 
mont. 25c. 

Each department or subdivision of a de- 
partment 'will be separately treated in simi- 
lar detailed fashion. The whole series may 
be subscribed for in advance. This first 
pamphlet is the most thorough, careful and 



